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1 . (Cunently Amended) A method for processing the same request from a client 
program to multiple instances of the same server program over the same protocol, said 

method comprising: 

transferring said same request from said client program to an intermediary; 
generating a plurality of request instances of said same request using said 
intermediar>% wherein each of said request instances of said same request corresponds to 
a differed instance of said same server program , wherein different request instances haye 
one of different data an d difiFerent states: 

Vinffprin p said request instances nf said same request until sai d instances of said 
game se rver program are available; 

transferring said request instances of said sapie request from said intermediary to 
said instances of said same server program over a computer network; 

transferring a plurality of responses fix>m said instances of said same server 
program to said intermediary over said cn mputernetwork; 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 
transferring said uniform response to said client program; md 
wherein said generating comnrises specifying target instances of said same server 
program based on user innut to fomi a fan out target list, to which said request instances 
of said same request will be transferred, 

wherein said target instances compris e information sources, and 
Wherein said client program, said same server program and, said same protocol 
are not modified by said method, 

2. :(CanceUed). 

3. :(Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses. 

4. I (Original) The method in claim 3, wherein said operation comprises one of listing 
said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of 
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said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said 
responses, and averaging said responses. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The method in claim I , wherein said intermediary 
automatically creates said request instances of said same request. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of processing the same request from a cUent 
program; to multiple instances of the same server program over the same protocol, said 
method Comprising : 

modifying said same request to create multiple request instances of said same 
request, each of said request instances of said same request corresponding to a single 
instance! of said ^^^^^ prnpram . wherein differe nt recuest instances have one of 
different data and different states ; 

buffering said request in stances of said same re quest until said instances of said 
same server program are available: 

transferring said request instances of said same request to correspondmg ones of 
said instances of said same server program over a computer network; 

inodifying and combining responses to said same request from said instances of 
said sarfae server program to create a unified response; and 

wherein said modifying of said same request comprises specifying target 
instances of said same server prngra m based on user input to form a fan out target list, to 
which $aid request instances of said same request will be transferred, 

iwhercin said tarpet instances comprise inform ation sources, and 

wherein said client program, said same server program, and said same protocol 
are not Imodified by said method. 
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9. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein an intermediary alters said same 
request to comply with each instance of said same server program. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 9, wherein said intermediary 
automatiiiaUy creates said request instances of said same request. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein said converUng comprises selecting 
operation to combine said responses. 

1 3 . (Original) The method in claim 1 2, wherein said operation comprises one of 
Usting said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses^ identifying a 
minimuin of said responses, and averaging said responses. 



14. (Cancelled). 

1 5. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of using a computer program to process the same 
request Ifrom a cUent program to multiple instances of the same server program over the 
same protocol, said method comprising: 

Using said computer program to transfer said same request from said client 
prograih to an intermediary; 

using said computer program to generate a plurality of request instances of said 
request using said intermediary, wherein each of said request instances of said same 
quest! corresponds to a different instance of said same server program , wherein difFerent 
request! instances have one of differe nt data and different states; 



same 
re( 



i.isin p said comimter p rn pram to h iiffer said request instances of said same request 
until s^d instances of said same server program are availablg; 



PACE 4/15* RCVD AT 12/11Q006 10:35:44 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' 8VR:U6PT0-EFXRF-1/18 • DNI8:2738300 ' C6ID:410 573 1124 * DURATION (inm-SS):06-34 



BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 



Dec 11 2006 11 : 38HM HP LRSERJET FHX 410-573-1124 p,5 

[ . ' 



09/500,921 

using said computer program to transfer said request instances of said same 
request from said intermediary to said instances of said same server program.oyeo 
com putet'- network ; 

using said computer program to transfer a plurality of responses from said 
instances! of said same server program to said intermediar y over said computer network ; 

using said computer program to convert said responses to a uniform response; 

using said computer program to transfer said unifonn response to said client 
program; and 

using said computer program to specify target instances of said same server 
program basedrausedsEut to form a fan out target list, to which said same request will 
be tT-n^<iferr« v1 when ffenerating said nluraiit v of said request instances of said same 
request , : 

wherein said target instances comprise inform ation sources, and 
wherein said client program, said instances of said same server program, and said 
same protocol are not modified by said computer program. 

17. (Cancelled). 

1 8. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said using said computer program to 
convert comprises using said computer program to select an operation to combine said 
responses. 

1 9. (Original) The method in claim 1 8, wherein said operation comprises one of 
listing Said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a 
subset of said responses, identifying a maxknum of said responses, identifying a 
minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

20. <Currently Amended) The method in claim 16, wherein said intermediary 
automatically creates said request instances of said same request. 

21. (Cancelled). 
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22. (Original) The method in claim 16, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

23 . (Gurrently Amended) A program stomge device readable by machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for 
processing the same request from a client program to multiple instances of the same 
server program over the same protocol, said method comprising: 

transfeiring said same request from said client program to an intermediary; 

generating a plurality of request instances of said same request using said 
intermediary, wherein each of said inquest instances of said same request corresponds to 
a different instance of said same server prngrRm wherein different request iastances have 
nne of different data and different states ; 

buffering said request instances of said same request until said instances of said 
same sender program are available: 

transferring said request instances of said same request from said intermediary to 
said instances of said same server program over a comnuter network; 

tjransferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said same server 
program to said intermediary over said computer network; 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 

transferring said uniform response to said client program; ^d 

Wherein said generating comprises specifying target instances of said same server 
pmgran h based on user mput to form a fan out target list, to which said request instances 
of said request will be transferred, 

wherein said target instances comprise inform ation sources, and 

Wherein said client program, said instances of said same server program, and said 
same protocol are not modified by said method. 

24. i(Cancelled). 

25. ^ (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said converting 
comprises selecting an operation to combine said responses. 

i 

i ^ 
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26. (Original) The program storage device in claim 25, wherein said operation 
comprises one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses^ adding said 
responses, preparing a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, 
identifying a minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses. 

27. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said 
intermediary automatically creates said request instances of said same request, 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said unified response 
has an instance corresponding to said client program. 

30. (Currently Amended) An intermediary which can be stored on a computer 
readable medium for processing the same request from a client program to multiple 
instances of the same server program over the same protocol, said intermediary 
comprising: 

a converter for generating a plurality of request instances of said same request, 
wherein each of said request instances of said same request corresponds to a different 
instance of said same server progra m, wherein said converter is further adapted to specify 
tarpp.t iristance s of said same server program based on user input to form a fan out target 
list, to Ajyhich said request instances of said request will be tra nsferred over a computer 
network- wherein different request instances have one of diff erent data and different 
states : , 

a buffer for buffering said request instances of said same reque st until said 
instances of smd same server program are available: and 

!a response combiner for converting smd responses received from multiple 
instences of said same server program over said computer network to a uniform response, 

i wherein said target instances comprise informatio n sources, and 

iwherein said client program, said same server program, and said same protocol 
are notlmodified by said intermediary. 

'I , 7 ■ . 
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31 / (Previously Presented) The intermediary in claim 30, wherein said response 
combiner selects an operation to combine said responses. 

32. (Previously Presented) The intermediary in claim 31. wherein said operation 
comprises one of listing said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said 
responses, preparing a subset of said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, 
identiiying a minimum of said responses, and averaging said responses, 

33 . (Currently Amended) The intemiediary in claim 30, wherein said converter 
automaticaUy creates said request instances of said same request upon receipt of said 
same request 

34. (Cancelled). 

35. (Previously Presented) The intermediary in claim 30, wherein said unified 
response has an instance corresponding to said client program. 
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